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SIR, 


Read over the Anſwer to Yox Cleri with: ſome 
Admiration , but in a little time my Wonde- 
ring ceas'd, and Laughter prevailed to mix it 

G ſelt with my Indignation; fo that I reflected 

upon that as a Diverſion, which I had paſſed 
through as a Penance; for my Expectations have not 
been a long time ſo baifled, as when I read that Pam-- 
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phlet, the Authour of which writes as if he had ſpent 
many of his younger days in making a ColleQtion of 
dry Quibbles, inſipid Punns, and ſcurrilous Reflext- 
ons; and at laſt hath met with a lucky Seaſon, to let 
the World know how ſtudious he hath heretofore been, 
what uſefull Company he hath kepr, and whar lear- 
ned Books he hath read, the Beauties of his Style de- 
monſtrating his Genius and Studies. 

Time was when Martin Marprefate, and his half 
witted Tribe , were the Men that accoſled their con- 
forming Brethren in ſuch Language, (and frequently 
the Jeluite Parſons wrote after. the ſame Copy, ) but 
I know not by what powerfull charm that Spirit is 
again raiſed, and by an unhappy Tranſmigration 
lodg'd in one, who would te thought an unqueſtio- 
nably true Son of the Church of England, { though 
he profeſſes himſ If willing , and diſcovers his Eager- 
neſs to part with her Ceremonies, and ſome of her 
Diſcipline,) whoſe Children of old were wont to 
uſe more manly, and more chriſtian Methods, when 
they confuted an Adverſary , Trurh being never ad- 
vanc'd, nor an Enemy convinc'd by ill Language; 
and, as one of our Anſwerer's Friends lately obſer- 
ved, when ſpeaking of the junior Fulian, the Archan- 
gel would not bring a railing Accuſation even againſt the 
Devil, Becauſe he knew the Devil would be too hard for 
him at that Weapon. Nay, the old Heathens had more 
regard to Civility, when to ſmooth their Deſcriptions, 
though they could not change the nature of unlucky 
Things, yet they gave them ſoft Names; and how 
much more unſuited is it to weighty matters of Reli- 
gion, to treat of things ſacred and venerable in a vain, 


light, and comical manner; or to uſe an Adverſary, 
that 


that is a Chriſtian, and a Piel of the Church of En- 
gland, with an infolence that would be injurious even 
to an obſtinate Pagin : As if the Spirit of God, which 
came to the Prophet in a ſtill voice- under the Law, 
could not under the Goſpel appear, but in high Winds 
and Tempeſls, and God afforded us Chriſtians no 0- 
ther light, but what breaks from the Bowels of a 
Cloud impregnated with Thunder and Lightning, 

Now if againſt this it ſhould be obj Red, that I 
my ſelf have fallen in:o the Crime which I cenſure 
and condemn, I profeſs that ſuch a way of Writing 
is altogether unſuited to my Wont and Geniws; bur 
ſome Men muſt be match'd at their own Weapon, and 
Solomon is my Adviſer, who tells me, that There is a 
time when a Fool muſt be anſwered according to his Fol- 
ly ; and to write a ſerious Reply to a light Diſcourſe, 
would' be like courting a Miltreſs, with a grave Pre- 
late, in Latine Epiſtles and Greek Verſes; but I am 
engaged, and mu{t go on to call a Spade a Spade, and 
T ſhall follow the Anſwerer as he leads me. 

Pag. 1, he fays, That the Authour of Vox Cleri 
writes as if he were Clerk or Secretary to the Convoca- 
tion; and does not his Anſwerer write as if he had 
been Scribe to the Aſſembly? I am ſure Adoniram By- 
field was a Child to him, if the Diſpute lay, who uſed 
to treat his Adverſary with the ſofteſt and moſt ob- 
lIig'ng Language? And how knows he but that ma- 
ny of the Members of the Convocation did. ( during, 
their Seſſion ) declare their Minds, though nothing 
were formally propoſed to them about the deſigned: 
Alterations 2 For they were not wholly ignorant 
of the Confuits and Determinations of the Commil- 

fioners, what Ceremonies were. to be parted. with, 
| and 
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and what Rubricks to be changed or omitted, &c, 
this invited many of them to ſpeak their Minds free- 
ly, though not in a ſfynodical Way; and I ſuppoſe one 
or more Members of a Synod may declare their Minds 
in any Point, though it be not done according to the 
ſolemn Formality of asking their Opinions in Convo- 
cation. 

And whatever the 4»ſwerer ſays, in the ſame page, 
of the great Advantages of ſuch Alterations, I cannor 
ſee how ſuch a Change will make for the Zonour of 
God, (who is not diſhonoured by the ufe of thoſe Ce- 
remonies which are deſigned to be aboliſhed, as they 
themſelves confeſs who would aboliſh them, ) or much 
more for the Good of Religion in general, (for I am ſure 
the number of Atheiſts and wicked men is not leſſen- 
ed ſince this time twelve Month, when our Church- 
menders firſt ta'\ked of managing this Province, ) nor 
can the Peace of the Kingdom, and the Intereſt of the 
Church be ſecured by it, Tlince the Tempers and Prin- 
ciples of the majority of the Diſſenters in this King- 
dom are irreconcilable to the Church of Exg/and, and 
of too many of them, Fifth-monarchy Men, and others, 
to the State, unleſs Epiſcopacy, and Liturgy, and (to 
ſome ) Kingly Government, be given away among 
the Ceremonies;) ſo that there cannot be any juſt hope 
of bringing ſuch Men into the Communion of our 
Church; you may as ſoon make a Collar-Band of 
Atomes, or impriſon the Sun-beams. | 

In the 2d. page is a perfonal Reflexion upon the two 
Deans of Chri/t-Church and Gloceſter, (and other Mem- 
bers of the Convocation , who were bred with them 
in that Auguſt Foundation , which King Henry VIII. 


tounded at Oxon,) as if what was faid by one or both of 


the 
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the Deans,” was ſenſeleſs ani impertinent , and chimed 
to the Tune of Chriſt-Church Bells; and I wiſh they 
would print their Speeches, that this Caviller might 
be convinc'd that they ſpoke ſenſe, and to the purpoſe ; 
but it may be he is angry at the Zane of Chriſt-Church 
Bells, as if an innocent Song, made in the days of a 
ſearned Man's Youth, were a Crime to be objected to 
him when he hath adverted to more manly Studies, 

though I ſee no Rexſon why the Diverſion may not bs 

allowed to a grave Divine ; nor would I have the 4* 


ſwerer angry at the uſe of Muſick, fince that which 


charmed the Evil Spirit which haunted Sail, was Da- 
vid's Harp. But perhaps the angry man is not diſplea- 
fed at the Bells, but at the Place where they hang ; 
ſoa certain Friend of his hath malitiouſly infinuated, 
that that exquiſitely learned Man, and Patron of Arts 
and Picty, Biſhop Fell, deferved no better Character 


than that of a deſpicable Oratour , and an Almanack- pide Pret to 


maker, when he might with more Decency and Juſtice op Wigars 
ermons. 


have allowed him a Maſter of more eminent Learning. 
Were I to follow the Anſwerer in Similitudes, I ſhould 
fay, that the Harſhneſs of his Expreſſions may well be 
compared to the old Chimes of Carfax, whgſe Jangling 
Noiſe was famous to a Proverb, and this Fetter agrees 
to the Subjet difcourſed of ; for hath there not been a 
Claſs of men, who have not lived an hundred Miles 
ont of Zondon, that have made the World uneaſie with 
their jarring and contradiftory Diſcourſes? Among 
whom not long ſince the Perſons of Xings were Sacred, 
their Right Divine, their Authority unacconntable -on 
Earth; whereas now the ſame men preach-up an old 
Original Compad, (as inviſible to this day as ſome Ma- 
nuſcripts,) and the Jwftice of Depofing Kings for Male 
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Adminiftration: Who formerly would allow of no Or- 
dinations in our Church to be valid, but what were 
made by a Biſhop, and now, to _ in the Diſlen- 
ters, have found out an hypothetical Ordination, as they 
call it, (whereon ſuffer me to remark, that the caſe of 
hypothetical Baptiſm , which theſe Men urge in their 
Defence, is vaſtly different; for in ſuch Baptiſm the 
Queſtion is about the matter of Fat, whether the 
Child have been already baptized or not, but in hypo- 
thetical Ordination the Queſtion is about a Right, 
wherein all the ancient Churches, and all the modern, 
a very few excepted, are agreed, that the Biſhop only 
had the power of conferring Orders: ) They alfo here- 
tofore inſtructed the People, that Oaths, whoſe mat- 
ter was lawfull, and which were impoſed by lawfull 
Authority , could not be diſpenſed with but by God, 
or the Perſon to whom the Oath was given ; where- 
as now they teach their People by their Examples, 
and by their Diſcourſes otherwiſe; and ſome adviſe to 
ſwear quouſque; 4.e. in the true ſenſe, ſwear on, as far 
as you can, Whatever Changes come, till the day of 
Doom. And probably it was requiſite, in point of Inte- 
reſt, for ſome Lefurers, ſo to vary their Opinions, to 
keep up theYF Contributions ; for it's an unqueſtionable 
Maxim, That he that pays the Fidler, may call for what 
Tune he pleaſes; and ſome there were of old, and will 
be in all Ages, who have Mens Perſons (and Opiniogs 
100) in admiration, for the ſake of Advantage. 

And becauſe I find, that this Authour upon every 
occafion magnifies the Loudon Clergy, ( and amo 
them himſelf, for I queſtion not but he is one of them, 
eſpecially page 35. that they have the whole Burthen 

lying on them, of fludying carefully, and accurately pen- 
: ning, 
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ning their Sermons, and preaching them in great Churches, 
(as if che ſtrength of Lungs were the beſt Qualificati- 
on of a City Divine, and the price of Mens Souls were 
to be rated according to the bigneſs of the Pariſh , or 
the Dimenſions of the Church, ) befides writing againſt 
Popery, (he ſhould have pur in, againſt the Fanaticks 
too, 1n defence of the Croſs, the Surplice, and kneeling 
at the Sacrament, &c. which the ſame men are now 
eager to give away without asking , but rhat it was 
unſeaſonable to remember ſuch attempts, for this on- 
ly Reaſon, that then was then, and now is now, ) 
and defending at all times the Cauſe of the Church and 
Religion, (as may be illuſtriouſly ſeen at the preſent 
time, by what they intended to have done in the Con- 
vocation, if their Party had been ſtrong enough, ) 
while the Countrey Clergy are mock'd, as if they 
were /tinerant Apoſtles, ( footing it the Apoſtolical way, 
in the Authour's Language, ) while I remember that 
our bleſſed Saviour, who for the moſt part exerciſed 
himſelf, and manifeſted his Poverty and Humility by 
going on Foot, yet once rode to the Temple, bur it 
was to drive thence the Huckſters in Religion, the Buy- 
ers, and Sellers, and Money-Changers, the men who 
made the Worſhip of God a Trade, and aimed only at 
encreaſing their Wealth by their conſtant atrendence 
on that holy place, and the Offices there performed. 
Theſe are the Men who muſt be allowed the privilege 
of fitting in the Veſtry, and chearing themſelves with a 
Glaſs of Sack, till the Pſalm hath purged the Church 
of the 1ll and infectious Air of the Liturgy, which it is 
plain by that Practice they have no a for; for they 
would encourage others by their good Examples to 
pay a conſtant and devour Attendence on thole holy 
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Offices, if they thought ir either their own or their 
Pariſhioners Duty ; nor do T wonder that ſome of thoſe 
men are ſo faint Defenders of our Prayers, and our Ce- 
remonies, who themſelves ſo openly every Lord's day 
deſpiſe both. 

As to their Writings, ( of which they have taken 
great care that the World be inſtructed to whom they 


are beholden, by printing their Yzew of the Cont rovers- 
fie, and their Catalogue of Authours, ) though I have 


a profound Deference tor the learning of many of the 
Auythours, yet I know fome were done in Clubs, and 
nthers helped on even by ſome of the deſpifed Country 
Clergy, while the right to a third ſort is aſſumed by 
ſome, though they are not ( at leaſt entirely ) their 
own; and I could eaſily name (but that I ſpare the 
men) more than one Treatiſe-againſt the Papiſts writ- 
ten by the City Divines, which fall much below the 
Acumen of more than a few Countrey Curates, whoſe 
unhappineſs it hath been for ſome years paſt, that 
they have been eaſily brought to pay too ſubmif- 
ſive a Deference to the Miniſters of the great Town, 
on all occaſions making Enquiry what they determi- 
ned, and how they reſolved to proceed, and according- 
ly ating, as if every man's Conſcience was to be re- 
gulated by their DiQates, as People ſend to the Clock- 
makers to ſet their Pendulums, but the laſt Rencoun- 
ter in the Synod hath fatisfied the World , they are 
weary of their Dependence on ſuch-Men, whoſe opi- 
_ change as the Wind blows from ScotJaxd, or Zol- 
land. 

To conclude this invidious Paragraph , (which no- 
thing but the Az/werer's. Inſolence could have forced 
me to Wwrite,) were not ſome of the moſt learned Lows 


don, 
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don Clergy at firſt Country Parſons ? - Was, not: the very. 
man who is faid by our Authour 70 -be fit. to make. an 
Head of the Univerſal Church , fixlt ReQor of Sutton , 
before he was Dean of St. Pauls, to omit others? And 
what is there ſq pure and inſpiring in the Air of a Sea- 
coal Smoak, that refines Mens Wits, and makes them 
wiſer than their Neighbours in the Coantrey, to ule the 
Anſwerer's Phraſe; tor to give them the Title of Bre- 
thren, which I at firſt intended to have called them, is 
perhaps too great a Preſumption ? 

But it may be this Writer has not ſuch mean thoughts 
of the Country Clergy in general, as he has of thoſe who 
live in the Weſt, (the wiſe man out of the Weſt, and his 
neighbours in the Country, as he ſagely ſtyles them,) as if 
the Cockney Athenians were not as much and as truly 
Barbarians to Anacharſis, as he was to them; or as if 
becauſe the wiſe Men that worſhipped our holy Savi- 
our, came from a Countrey that, was to the Eaſt of Je- 
ruſalem, therefore all are wife men who live in the Ea- 
ſtern part of England, and the reſt of the Inhabitants 
but one degree above Naturals ; or as if this Authour 
needed inſtruction, that thoſe very” Magz did not live 
Eaſt from us, or as if Dr. Brown had not convinced him 
that there is no true Eaſt or Weſb to all the reſt of the 
World ; but this is trifling, to keep our Anſwerer Com- 
pany in his Boys Play, (and I do it till one or other of 
that. Countrey call, him: to an account for his unman+ 
nerlineſs,) while I ſhall only add, that all the Members 
of the Convocation who were againſt Alterations, did 
not come from the Weſt of Eng/and, and that he knows 
that Promotion, which he is in. love with, comes nei+ 
ther from the Eaſt, nor the Weſt, nor yet from the South ; 
and that- from the North, both the holy Writ, os 

imo- 
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ſtimony of former Ages, and our own faid Experience 
aſſure us, comes all evil. 

Of theſe dull Countrey Clergy our A»ſwerer muſt 
mean, what he ſays of Mr. L. that they live in a very 
groſs Air, and want a little clearing. - Such was the 
Air of Beotia; and ſuch, ſays Cambden, is the Air of a 
certain place in Eng/and, that is ſituated very like it 
which Air, I ſuppoſe, the Anſwerer ſucked in for ma- 
ny years. But I will not make Reflexions on any Man's 
Countrey , either of his Nativity or Education ; for 
even in this preſent Age 'tis a Truth beyond Contra- 
dition, what the elegant Poet ſays, 


bique, quicquid dixeris, Bootia eff, 

Celo ſub omni proſtat Arcadiz Pecus 

Venale, pretio cui libet, quando libet. 
Thus Engliſhed : 

In every Clime there s muddy Air, 

And men who to their Mammon dare 

Sacrifice Conſcience, when they interfere. 


And this Scrap of Latin I give him onely out of com- 
plaiſance, and to aſſure him, that he may be miſtaken 
when he fays, that Latin ſayings are a mark to know 
a Countrey Parſon by. 

And having entred on this Head of Diſcourſe, Iam 
obliged to conſider what the Anſwerer farther ſays on 
that Topick, before I leave him. Particularly, where he 
expoſes his Adverſary's opinion (that it is reaſonable the 
End ſhould be confider d, _ the Means be reſolved on) 
ſaying, 7his i grave , and becoming their Country wiſ- 
dom, which does nothing in vain, never brews Ale without 
ſomebody to drink it,nor ſets a Hen, but to breed Chickens, 


accor- 
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according to that Logical” Maxime, which they have not 


forgot, Finis primum in intelle&tu, & cui bono? — Not ' 


to correct his Axiome, as he ill cites it, (which 1s, as 
I found it many years ago, Finis eſt primum in inten- 
tione, ultimum iy executione ; for, I think , there is a 
wide difference between intelefus and intentio ; ſince 
every man underſtands and knows many things, which 
he never intends to doe.) I anſwer, that no one , but 
a Fool, or a Madman does any thiog firſt, and then asks, 
to what purpoſe it is ? (himſelf tells us, that the Men 
who are for the Alterations, deſign thereby to leave 
the Diſſenters inexcuſeable : and | could wiſh, there 
were not ſuch Men in the World, as are never Wiſe t1ll 
tis too late , nor ever conſider the Ends or Events of 
things, till 'tis impoſſible to remedy rhe Miſchiets that 
are conſequent to their Counſels ; and I would - hope 
our new Reformers were not to be reckond among 
thoſe Men ; and it would be well if all Scribblers would 
ask themſelves the queſtion, before they peſter the 
World with their Pamphlets, 

I am afraid, that this may concern ſome of the ad- 


mired Clergy as to the Intereſts of the Church ; but as 


to their private Intereſts, it muſt be confeſs'd they are 
wiſer; for inſtead of minding ſuch mean things, as 
brewing of Ale, or a Hens Neft, they advert to nobler 
things, how to make their Coupees courtly, how to be 
punctual in their Viſits, and Attendances on great Per- 


ſons, how to fay Grace with an humble bow, and . 


make a Leg in mode and figure, how to calculate their 
Pulpit-Diſcourſes to the Meridian, and the. Seaſon, and 
not to Print a Sermon, till they have ( as they phraſe 
it) their Penyworths out of it, Thus the Sermon.is iti» 


xerant ( tho' the Preacher hath his Coach ) firſt ro 
| White 
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Whitebal,,+hen to'Caventyarden, thence to St.Clement's, 
"and ſoup it'o the Ciry, or Yice verſa, which is moſt 


uſual; for when Preach'd-at Court, the- Orator expects 
to be corrmanded (andT have known it injoin'd to the 


Preachet in-fpite'to' expoſe him) to Print it, tho' at 


laſt- it ſebvesonly; and perhaps, *tis the cheapeſt Paper 


the Cook'can buy, toskreen a piece of Chriſtmas roaft 


Beef, or put under a Mince-Pye. I take leave by our 
Authour's Example, to talk in a ſtyle ſuited tothe time 
of the year..—Nor can I be angry with him for his SI- 
rltades, whith are very pretty,and very well adapted 
ro'the Subject treated of. ' For A/c (like the Anſwerer) 
whenit is'in a ferment, caſts up a great deal of filth and 
frothy; and a Hen, when the lays an Egg, calls in all the 
Neighbourhood by her cackling to admire the produ- 
dion,” And:fo' much in Vindication 'of thoſe heads, 
whites in the -Authour's Phraſe, have no great Latitude, 


or Profandity. 


.--] ſhall briefly repeat his no leſs civil CharaQter of the 
Authour of Yox Cleri, of whom, among other obliging 
Exprefſions;” he fays!, that -he hath a ſoft place in his 
heat} that his Reaſons lie liks' ſmall Wares im a Pedlar's 
Pack,” weither ſorted, 'nor parcelled; and that he is Ba- 
laam's Aſs (and-here-I muſt tell him, that Balaam's 4/5 
was a Preacher; a Country Preacher, 'tis true, no City 
Divine;z'and it was an excellent Sermon that he niade, 
when he.reproved the madneſs of the Prophet, who ran 
greedily to Curſe God's People for reward, and was in 
love with the wages of unrighteouſneſs) that he means 
honeſtly, intimating that he is a Fool (tho it is better 
to be a meer Natural than a ſcurrilous Buffoon, ) and 
that for a Newyears-Gift for him , he wilt preſent him 
with a Coat with long Sleeves, and this Badge upon it, 
Nol. 
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Nolumus mutare leges Ang/iz, (tho' he knows, in whoſe 
Banner that Motto was of old, and in whole'of late 
days,) and methinks he ſhould have ſpared his Friends, 
tho' he lays about like a Madman among his Enemies; 
but himſelf confeſſes , that a man may be tranſported 
with a fit of Eloquence , which is as outrageous as a fit 
of Anger. Theſe Sentences which [I have cited, are the 
flowers of his Rhetorick, which I have gather'd and 
bound up, and I leave them to the Authour of Yox 
Cleri, to put them to ſuch uſe as he ſees fit, and they 
deſerve. He is of Age, let him ſpeak for himſelf, while 
I particularly apply my ſelf to the merits of the Cauſe. 
The Anſwerer quarrels at the Motto of the Title 
Page of Yox Cleri, Meddle not with them that are given 
to change, (and it's a tacit Confeſſion, that he is one of 
thoſe Men who are ſo given, in that he is ſo much net- 
led at an innocent Text of the holy Scriptures not im- 
pertinently applied,) for whatever may be faid of /hif- 
ting of Habits, asif that were all, there are ſome Men 
who have changed the Fundamental Conſtitutions of a 
Kingdom, (and the Text immcdiately refers to ſuch,) 
there are others alſo, ( and it may be the ſame men 
are ingaged in both deſigns, ) who are about to change 
the Apoſtolical Government of the Church , by brin- 
ging in thoſe ( by their hypothetical Ordination) who 
are no Prieſls, to miniſter at God's Altar in holy things. 
And I think ſuch Changes are more pernicious than 
changing a Man's Cloths; and the Auſwerer would have 
done well to have conſidered the other Sentence in 
the Title Page out of St. Auſtin, and applicd it to the 
preſent Caſe, That the Change of an old Cuſtome does of- 
tentimes more harm than good; its Novelty, outweigh- 
ing all the Advantages of the Alteration. 
C And 
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And,the Authour of Yox Cleri wanting an undaun- 
ted reſolution ſays, that they who are againſt changes 
are expoſed, as if to be executed at the will of the Rab- 
ble ; yet he who knows what a great hand the Rabble 
uſually have in tumultuary Reformations ( and which 
hath lately happen'd) may excuſe him, when thoſe who 
pretend to an influence over the Mob, threaten the ſuſ- 
pended Biſhops, that the reſentment of the State will be 
heavy on them, as Enemies, ſo that they will be immediate- 
ly cruſht and fall to nothing ; and call the non-comply- 
ing Clergy, a baſe, and falſe, ſort of men, that can pro- 


miſe in adverſity, and forget all, when that u over ; who- 


are to be abhorred of the whole Nation; and, as the 
common enemies of its peace , to be treated accordingly 
in every Pariſh in which they live ; as the charitable 


Authour of the ſecond. Letter relating to the Convocati-- 


ou faith. 

Page 4: He gives a terrible Deſcription of the Lati- 
tudinarians, ( as men fright children with dreadfull ac- 
counts of Spirits, that render them much worſe than 
they are, ) but yet a Fiend is a Fiend ſtill, whatever 
evil habit his enemies dreſs him in, or how often ſo- 
ever his friends rell You, he is an Angel of light. For 
are there not a ſociety of men who think it no dam- 
nable ſin to believe, that our holy Saviour was not 
truly God , conſubſtantial and co-eternal with his Fa- 
ther; and that he never dyed to redeem the World 
from eternal damnation ; or that he never lcft any go- 
vernment in his Church when he left the World , but 
intruſted-every Body of nz:w Converts ro make what 
rules of government they pleaſed > Nor will I give an 
account when the Sect aroſe, ( whether Dr. Wh. or 
Dr. W. was its Founder or not, ) but onely — 
what 
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what the Authour of Plain Engliſh, (whoſe ſtyle plain- 
ly diſcovers him to be of the kindred of the Apo/tate ) 
ſays of ſuch men, pageg. upon the Toleration under 
Charles II. the Pulpits took the Alarm; they who ad- 
vanc'd unlimited Prerogative, diſtinguiſh'd away their 
own doftrine, which being done, ſeemed to bear the grea- 
teſt latitude of interpretation. And then ( as he con- 
tinues, Page 12.) ſuch Divinity and Law had almoſt run 
down Religion and civil Right. And ( as he obſerves, 
page 17.) from the time that King James attempted the 
ſetting up of his Religion, the Pulpits and Preſs began to 
change their wotes, then the Dottrine of Paſſive Obedience 
was to be evaded, and diſtinguiſh d into nothing, as not con- 
cerning the conſtitution of our Government, or a confeſ- 
fing that Clergymen had gone beyond their ſphere 5 and 
the aſſerting that no Laws can derogate from the Power 
of the Prince was to dwindle into the meaning of no more, 
than that the Prince does not forfeit his Power, if he goes 
not beyond them; for ( as 'tis, page 22, 23.) nothing 
more expoſes a Party, than to find thoſe very things in 
which they placed their eſſential difference from all others, 
to be quitted by them as ſoon as intereſt changes. The 
miſchief therefore of the Latitude Principle appears in 
that one of that Stamp (and perhaps more than one ) 
denys the Divine Right of Epzſcopacy and Tithes ; others 
are for allowing Ordination onely by Presbyters ; and 
I am credibiy informed, that the Authour of the 
Notes on Athanaſius's Creed, and of the Hiſtory of the 
Pnitarians, in four Letters written to 7. F. is a Divine 
of the Church of Eng/and , and a dignified perſan too , 
and if you would know whom I mean, you muſt ask 
honeft T.F. as ſome boly cali's him, and you may know 


MOre., 
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I d> alſ. pity his diſtinQion of the Janites and 77l- 
Hotſonians, for | know that a ſmall ſpark kindles a greit 
fire, and that the Johannites at Conſtantinople divided 
the Church a great while upon as little a matter as 
we are talking of, viz. the not inſerting St. Fohn Chry- 
ſoſtome's name into the Diptychs, that he might be num- 
bred among the other orthodox Biſhops, who lived and 
dyed in the Communion of the Catholick Church, 

In th: fiſth Page he ſays, That it u new and without 
example: in all the Hiſtory of the Councils, that Presby- 
ters ever did ſo bravely hold' their own, and ſtand it out 
againſt their Biſhops , as in th Convocation, and I ſhall 
take leave to-ask him a Queſtion, Were all the Biſhops 
of this Church. preſent at thoſe Agreements made 1n 
the Jeruſalem Chamber? and did they all give their 
Contents? And if ſo, Are their Determinations in- 
fallible? And if not, Mult a Majority always preclude 
the reſt > Was there not a Majority in the Councils of 
Ariminum and Selucia , to omit others that confirmed 
Arianiſm? Were there never any Diſputes before the 
laſt year in the lower Houſe, of an Eng/iſh Convocation, 
concerning what was propoſed to. them by the upper 


44 Houſe? Have they not a liberty of diſputing, whether 


what is propoſed be juſt, or expedient, or both? Elſe, 
Why were they ca'led? onely to a blind aſſent ? And, 
is not this Liberty of diſcuſſing any Propoſit on ſent to 
them their right? And, Hath not this heen the anci- 
ent Cuſtome 2 If ſo, (as it cannot be denyed,) Why 
all theſe Tragical Exclamations, as if the Presbytess 
of the preſent Synod were ſo rude, and unjuſt to their 
Biſhops? Page 5. The Axſwerer thereſore unjuſtly 
calls ſuch men Latitudinarians or Smeitymnian Presby- 
ters, for they are ncith:r ; not SmeAymnians, ſince they 

| never 
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never affirmed , that Presbyters are not, nor ought to 
be under the: Juriſdiction of Biſhops, becauſe the Or- 
ders are not diſtin; nor do they aſſert with the Lats- 
tudinarians, that Chriſt left no particular form of go- 
vernment in his Church when he went to Heaven. 
Whereas the truly Catholick Church afftrms contrary 
to both, That Chriſt did leave the Apoſtelical (which, 
abate what was extraordinary in it, was the Epiſcopal.) 
Government in the Church; and that all Churches 
ought to retain it ; and of this Belief, I doubt not but 
the men of the Synod, who are ſo roughly handled., 
were. 

Page 6. We are told, That it us more for the Chur- 
ehes honour to give terms to the Diſſenters, than that 
they ſhould propoſe terms to the Church. Not to anſwer, 
That it is a Condeſcention that renders Authority 
cheap and contemptible , to ſtoop to its Adverſaries, 
and court them to accept of ſuch terms as may be 
the cauſe of the Churches ruine. To whar purpoſe is 
it to offer thoſe men terms of Comprehen/ton, of whom 
we are morally aſſured, that they will not embrace 
them: The Inſtance in Queen Elizabeth's days is fa- 
mous, when the Lord Burleigh offered the Puritans re- 
dreſs of their grievances, if they would agree what to 
deſire, which they would never doe. And that in 
King Charles Il. his time, when Propoſals of the ſame 
nature were made to- the men of the fame Principles 
to no purpoſe. And it was lately faid by a leading 
man of that FaCion, that till the Liturgy was aboliſhr, 
he could not come in ; (for what need of Crutches, 
when a man can go by himſelf, as he was pleas'd to 
make the old Simile his own.) Theſe Examples are &- 
quivalent to Demonſtrations. to me , that the Methods. 
now. 
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now propoſed, are not feaſeable, and that they may 
render the Church contemptible, but will never in- 
creaſe the number of her genuine Children, or ſtreng- 
then her Intereſt. 

Page 9. But in oppoſition to what may be faid of 
this kind, the Anſwerer ſays, That he hath moral aſſu- 
rance, that many of the beſt and wiſeſt Diſſenters would 
come in upon ſome few alterations, viz. upon the Propo- 
ſals of the Dean of St. Paul's, in his Preface to the FHi- 
ſtory of the Separation, and upon the abatement of Sub- 
ſcription. Tam afraid his many will thrink to a very 
ſmall number ; for , hath not Mr. Baxter, a leading 
man of that Party, lately printed a Book that ſhews 
the moral impoſſibility of ſuch an Union? and, are we 
not aſſured that there is' no hope of them, unleſs their 
Ordinations (which are none) be allowed to be valid, 
and it be put into their power to curtail the Liturgy - 
in the Desk, and to correct it in the Pulpit, or rather 
purge the Church of the ill air of Book-prayers by an 
hour's extempore noiſe and nonſenſe before Sermon. 

In the fame Page we are told of the D. of P. that 
his wiſedom and learning fits him to be univerſal Biſhop 
of the Church, if there were to be ſuch an one, and would 
ſerve him inſtead of Infallibility. But who have we 
here? a Proteſtant Pope in his urmoſt Dimentfions, and 
according to all his Pretences ( as univerſal and infal-. 
lible Biſhop?) St. Anſelm of Canterbury was but alterius 
orbis Papa , but this is a true Oecumenical Paſtour. 
And now I ſhall believe, that the Pope may have been 
heartily engaged in the German League, and that 7nno- 
cent the Xl. in diſpite of his Religion and his Chair, 
was in carnelt to promote the Proteſtant Cauſe in the 
North of Europe ; and if ſo, what greater Atchievments, 
| what 
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what more ſlupendious Miracles may we expe& from 
ſuch a true Proteſtant Pope, whoſe Learning and Wif- 
dom make him infallitle> But I remember a ſaying 
of that great Man in one of his printed Sermons, 
* That even Infallibility could not decide all the Con- 
« troverſies of Chriſlendom, when it was but in its In+ 
« fancy, the Apoſtles themſelves not being able to hir- 
« der, but that there would be Herefies; and one 
«* would be of Paul, another of Cephas, and a third of 
« Apollo, and a fourth of Chriſt: And it is true in 
h's own Caſe, for his Hiſtory of the Separation never 
made the Diſlenters more compliant, it enraged them 
rather, 

P.9.. It is faid alſo, That the number who conformed 
in ſixty one upon-the Alterations, was greater than the 
Alterations themſelves. In anſwer to which-I would 
fain know, 1. Whether thoſe Men, the moſt of 
whoſe Minds were fixed on the World, as is apparent; 
would not have conformed , had there been no Alte- 
rations made? 2. Whether ſome of thoſe Confor- 
mers did not diſpenſe with their Oaths of Conformi- 
ty, as eaſily as ſome other Men have done fince with 
ſome other Oaths, and in the Church kept only a 
more ſolemn Conventicle, and there took occaſion to 
blaſpheme God and the King, in the nonſenſical and 
crude Expreſlions of their Prayers, and the rude and 
unmannerly Applications of their Sermons, in their 
plain, and mean (not to call them as they were too 
often, ſmutty and ridiculous, Simile's and Metaphors, 
and the like, 

P. x0. But the things that we are to part with are 
little Things, not worth the keeping, (while we know, 
that 1i you pull down the Hedge, and ſuch are Cere- 
monies, 


P.5. 
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monies, you lay all open, ) that they are like the odd 
Figures in ſome old Buildings, whick look to unskilful 
People, as if they bore a great Weight, when nothing 
really lies upon them. And does he think that Ordina- 
tion by mere Presbyters, and Sitting at the holy Sa- 
crament are ſuch Trifles and Anticks? And whereas 
Page 17. he affirms, That the Divine Worſhip may be 
performed as acceptably and as reverendly without ſome 
of thoſe Ceremonies as with them. I only would ask 
him, if Sitting at the Reception of the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper, be as reverend a Poſture as Knee- 
ling? And I ask it the rather, becauſe I have been 
latcly informed, and I judge truly, that a\ Reverend 
Biſhop of this Church did not long fince give that ho- 
ly Sacrament to Dr. B. fitting in his Pew. And where- 
as this Anſwerer complains, that the lower Houſe of 
Convocation had not ſo much Reſpett and Reverence for 
their Biſhops, as they ought to have, he would doe well 
to reflet on his own Rudeneſs, when he blames Arch- 
biſhop LTa«d, (for I queſtion not but he means him, ) 
with many other of his Brethren, both before and aft- 
ter his time, for anpreſcribed Bowings, and Cringings, 
and Proftrations at the Euchariſt; and cenſures the dil- 
affeted Biſhops, who will not take the Oaths; and this 
I mind him of, to teach him more regard to that ſa- 
cred Order, and it would not be amiſs for this reaſon, 
if the Epiſtles of /gnatius were ſometimes read in our 
Church, which recommend that juſt Reverence that e- 
ry Presbyter ought to pay his Biſhop. 

Page 18. The Anſwerer goes on boldly in his own 
way , and fays, 4 all folks commend me to thoſe 
in our own Communion, who- our Authour tells us may 


take ſuch Offence at our Alterations, as to deſert our 


Commus= 
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Communion, and fall off to the Church of Rome: ' For 


what is there new or fooliſh in ſuch a ConjeQure 2 
Was not this the opinion of an admirable Caſuiſt and 


moſt Learned Prelate, Biſhop Sanderſon, when trea- Pref. to his 
ting of the Diſkemers, who would have all-things re- Sem Sect.10, 


formed, according to the patters ts the Mount , and 
would allow nothing itn the Church for which they 
had not an Example or Precept in the holy Writ ; he 
fays, © What Scandal is hereby given to Anabap- 
« tifts and Quakers, &c. faith the firſt Claſs of Dif- 
« ſenters? What Example have'you for kneeling at 
< the Communion, the Surplice, Lords-Biſhops, and 
* Liturgjes, Ge. fays a ſecond > Where are your 
* Lay-Presbyters, your Claſkes, your —_— 
* your National Churches, ſays a third? Where 
« are. your Tithes and Mortuaries, -your Metre- 
* Pſalms and Infant-Sprinklings, &c 2 They may 
* 'be angry at the Concluſion, but themſelves gave 
* thern the Premifſes. And how mightily do theſe 
«< men advantage the Church of Rome / Omnia dat , 
« qui juſla negat, By catting out not onely Cere- 
« monies, but Epiſcopacy and Litorgy alſo, a man 
< wavers in Religion, comes to an [ndependent, &c. 
* tells him, Now the Church of Evg/and is gone, in 
« which theſe were; he wavers: To tel him theſe 
« were Popith, . puts him quite off, - rakes him 
* think that Popery is the old Religion, &c. So that 
it is not the Union of Proteilants (whith every good 
man wiſhes upon juſt terms ) . that is oppoſed ,, but 
the making of uaneceſlary Alterations ;; which, when 
done , inclines fonig men to think tar ehere'is no- 
thing. certain uw Religion; - and 'this'Confideration 
keeps the Eaffern Cherches from! riaking Amend- 

D ments 
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ments-in, their Notri-e'and Diſcipline; (which-rhey 
need, though God be praiſed: ozr Church does:not; 
for fear, teſt their People ſhou'd cafily be perſuaded 
to revolt to Mabometaniſm... ' - n31 | 

Page 22; But thoſe; who: are-again{t Alterations 
of Shadows and: Ceremonies, -are:diſcontented, be- 
cauſe 'not preferred.to the! ſubſtantial places of Profer. 

Whether that be true or no is yet in th- dark, (and 
ſeems not- to be ſo, ſince the Primate: of our Church 
could not be advanced higher, .and-if 'his'Brethren 
deſigned; it , they -would-not: have-been fo .inflexi- 
ble, ) while this is palpable, that of thoſe who are 
for this. Alteration ſome have been already preferred, 
and the remainder expect daily to be fo, and not 
without Reaſon; for: we have been told very lately, 
that the Church of England is: nothing but Hierarchy 
and Revenues. : 

Page 23.. It is farther ſaid, That ſome great diſ- 
contented Laymen , though not ſo great as they would 
be; did manage feveral of our ſtiff Men againſt Alte- 
rations, and that-it was. not ſa much behind the Cur- 
tain, but that, the Hands were ſeen, if not the Wires 
that moved the. Puppets: An. Afſertion that calls 
thoſe Noble Lords Crafty and Deſigning Men, and 
the Majority of the Convocation. Fools, who can- 
not ſce. their true Intereſt, and. are led as. they are 

This is 2 rare Similitude, and agreeable to other 

Excellencies of. the Anſwerer's Style ; as if there 
were no other Jugglers in Eccleſiaſtical Afﬀairs,'but 
thoſe who'contend for the Diſcipline of the Church, 

and the Decgncy:of her ;Service, thongh 1 believe 
without any very troubleſome. Scrutiny, 1 _ 


(23) 
direQ him to a certdin Club, where" all the deſigned 
Alterations were contrived by a few Men; they flood 
behind the Curtain, and moved the wheels of the 
Machins, and their little Agents, who are made up of 
Matter and Motion;Dulneſs and Noiſe, qqueak'd tothe 
Tune ro which they 'ſet them; and it was reaſona- 
ble that- they - who -acknowledge that they have 
learned to ſpeak from! their Superiours , ſhould talk 
as they are directed. After which he involves the 
diſſatisfied Biſhops and Clergy, who cannot take the 
Oaths, 'in the fame Guilt, 'and, if I underſtand: him 
aright.,”\averrs, ' That' the Biſhops have -incapa- 
citared - - themſelves';' 'as' to: the Exerciſe of their 
Epiſcopal Power, by their not ſwearing. Now I 
would fain know whether a ſuſpended Biſhop hath 
loſb-his' Authority 'over-'his Clergy? : And,-it fo, 
whether the: Loxdoy Clergy did-well, during the Bi- 
thop of L's Suſpenſion, ' to viſit him {o often at Fv/- 
ham, and to tranſad nothing relating to their Eccle- 
fiaſtical FunRion without him? And the Anſwerer 
will oblige me, if he' inform m*, from which of the 
Bithops: he hath learned- the meaning of their Peti- 
tion given to the King ; as-if they meant the'ſame 
Alterations which the Commiſſioners intended;; for 
I can aſſure him it was not their meaning to give 
away the Rites of our Church, much leſs the Power 
of Ordination, and that they have ſhewn their 
Averſeneſs from fuch Methods as tend to it, the An- 


ſwerer himſelf. confeſſes; and therefore without ei- 


ther good Manners, or Learning, he is pleaſed to in- 
ſinuate, as if they were ſome of the - Eccleftaſtical 
Tinkers, who undertake -to mend one hole, and make 
two or three, 
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Page 24. 'He- farther ſays -of the- Convacatiaons 
men, that. he is ſorry they ſhowld forget their Oaibs, 
and their Promiſes ; but do their Qaths bird them 
to make what Alterations in Religion their Supert- 
ours pleaſe? Or have they, when they ſwore, ac- 
knowledged that the. Church ſhalt be new modelled 
every day; as their Governours at WhitabaZ (hall dis 
ret > Phis is ſubþmiſhan ro purpoſe, and an Inter+ 


pretation of the Oath , which I neyer heard of be- 


fore: For by his Sinwlitude' ofa College of Fbyfects 
avs, aud a Chirurgeon, 1 percaive\that_he doas not be+ 
lieve that there is any igtrinfick Power io the Church 
to make Alterations; as: the ſhall think fit, and to 
judge of the expediency according-to the prudence 
of her Prelates, and rhe Repreſentatives of the infe- 
riour Clergy ; but that when our -Superjours pleaſe 
we mult haye a Parliamentary Religion, and the Con- 
vocationanult unmake and new. make 2 Church, as 
they ſhall be direed by the State: And if this be 
not Eraſtiavi/rs, (which our Authour mentions page 
12.) I would fain know what is. 

But to: prove his prop3ſition he inſtances in zhe 
King's devolving the Province of Raifing Money upon 
the Parliament; and fo the King devolves the Ma- 
king of Eccleſiaſtical Laws upon a Synod, ſtill lea- 
ving to their Wiſdoms, whether what is propoſed be 
lawfull or expedient or -not,, be for. the good of 
the Church and. Kingdom or not; and the Parlia- 
ment would take it very ill, if they ſhould be obli- 
ged to grant every Subſidy that is nded. as ſoon 
25 it 15 asked. 

Page 25, But may not a Body that is well enough: 
looked to want Amendments and Repairs * It's gran- 
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ted; but a Man who loves his Carkaſe will not truſt 
it with every Mountebank. There was once an Em- 
perour in the World , who made his own Epitaph, 
Fhat the Multitude of his Phyficians were the Cauſe of 
his Ruine. 

After. this he makes a vehement Harangue in Praiſe 
of our Church, and of Peace and Union; and may 
God preſerve both unto us ; while I would know of 
him, if he hath fo great a Regard to our Church as 
he pretends, how can he plead for oe Toleration 
(as he does page 31, 32.) to all Diſſenters, except 
Papiſts, ( though I cannot ſee any great difference 
berween now and heretofore, the Popiſh Chapels be- 
ing as publickly frequented, and without any mole- 
ſtation, as ever; ) for how can he reconcile a Tolera- 
tion of all Religions to the Principles of our Church, or 
the Deſign of a Comprehen/ion, ſince the Comprehenſion 
can only take in the Presbyterians and Fedependents, 
(ifallof the former,or any of the latter denomination) 
and leaves all the other wild Families of Sets ( 4- 
nabaptiſts, Quakers, Ranters, Muggletonians, Fami- 
liſts, &c. ) to take the Benefit of the Toleration 2 
And can he deny that this Expedient of Toleration 
was firſt contrived by the Papiſts, to deſtroy the 
Eſtabliſhed Church > He may as well deny that it 
is day at Noon. 

I forbear cenſuring his Reflexions on /gnatizs's his 
Epiſtles, and Evay Ben, ( page 33.) as if they 
were not genuine ; for I have been long ſince con- 
vinced, that when men cannot. anſwer an Argu- 
ment, they make it their Buſineſs to evade it; and 
by the ſame way of Proceeding, a Criminal may ex- 


cept againſt the Perſon, or Authority and C__ 
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ſion of his Judge ; for if his Power be legal; the Pris. 
ſoner is ſure to truſs for it. $10 

Page 33, 34. As he ſpeaks of Dr. Fave with ſome 
Modeſty, and a mean Commendation, that he hath 
filled the Chairs well and gracefully, ſo he ſays of 
Dr. 7illotſon, that he hath done as much Good to Reli- 
gion and the Church, as half a Convocation, Prolocu« 
tor and all; and that by his Week-day Leftures he 
hath taught more to preach well, and to live well, than 
perhaps any fince the Apoſtles, What! Taught more 
to preach well than St. Chryſeſtome , or St: Bafil? 
and to live well than St. /gnatias and Polycarp? But 
I. remember that Baxter fays, that his Weavers, &c. 
at Kidderminſter underſiood Divinity better than 
thoſe Fathers. I donot hereby deſign to derogate from 
the Dean's worth, and yet 1 cannot but obſerve, that 
ſome Men have. preach'd ; That the Angels direted 
the Bullets at the Siege of London-derry, to the ru- 
ine of thoſe that ſhot them, (though now, as was 
lately obſerved, Providence ſeems to be ar a ſtand, ) 
and that an Adverſary of the-Dean's hath publickly 
accuſed him of cramming the Dottrine of Non-reſiſtence 

Page 11, 12. {own the Throat of a þ wo Patriot: To whom he 


try that wrote, as if he almoſt deſpaired of his Salvation 
anage Or ms 

R—_ before the King Apr. 2. 1680. on Joſh. 24.15. To ſpeak freely in this mat- 
ter, | cannot think, till I be berter informed, (which I am always ready to be,) thar 
any pret:nce of Conſcience warrants any Man, that is not extraordinarily commitſioned, 
as the Apoftles, and the firſt Publiſhers of the Goſpel were, and cannot juſtifie thar 
Commitiion by Miracles, as they did, to affront rhe eſtabliſhed Religion of a Narion, 
(though ir be falſe,) and openly ro draw men off from the Profefiion of it, in Con- 
tempt of the Magiſtrate and the Laws: All that perſons of a different Religion can in 
ſuch a caſe reaſonably pretend to, is to enjoy the private Exerciſe and Liberty of their 
own Conſcience and Religion ; for which they ought to be very thankful, and to for. 
bear their open making of Proſelytes to their own Religion, (though they be never 
ſo ſure that they are in the right, ) till they have either an extraordinary Commiſion 
trom Goa to that purpoſe, or the Providence of God make way for ir, by the Permiſ- 
fion of the Magiſtrate, @c. (con- 


(27) 


(conſidering his obſtinacy in his Opinions) though 
upon a Viſit he preſently after made his Ladv, he 
told her, that when his time to die ſhould come, he 
wiſhed his own Soul might be with that of her Lord. 
He hath alſo taught ſome Men to preach up the great 
Authority of Kings, and they have followed him ; and 
when now he would fain unteach them, they are ſo 
Countrey wiſe, reſolute, or obſtinate, (call it what you 
pleaſe,) that they think themſelves out of their Pu- 

pillage, and will no longer be guided; for it is hard 

to believe that rwo contradictory Propoſitions can 

be true. 


Thus I have ſhewn the Bird of Athens, (which, 
as one of his Friends well obſerves, (p. 36.) is all 
Face and Feathers, ) and having ſo doae, in hisewn 


|.-- words, / leave him, and wiſh him a merry new Tear. 


Jan. 16. 
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